TOOLKIT

piphigivingday.org

Celebrate WHAT

PI PHI
HAS GIVEN YOU

On April 28, Pi Beta Phi celebrates more than a century and a half of sisterhood
since our founding in 1867. Founders’ Day is a time when Pi Phis across the globe
can reflect on our history, celebrate our present and pave the way for an even
brighter future for the thousands of collegiate members who join our sisterhood
every year.
As a Pi Phi, you’re a champion for our sisterhood, and you play an essential role
in sharing the message and creating excitement around Pi Phi Giving Day. This
toolkit provides you with information and resources to help you support this effort.
The world always needs strong leaders, but right now it’s clear why courageous,
empowered women are so critical. With the support of every Pi Phi sister, together
we can continue to build Friends and Leaders for Life.
Thank you for all you do for our sisterhood—and for helping to make Pi Phi Giving
Day a success for every sister who wears the golden arrow!
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toolkit

TA B L E O F C O N T E N T S
Pi Beta Phi Foundation is uniquely focused on helping Pi Beta Phi fulfill its mission—
promoting friendship, developing women of intellect and integrity, cultivating leadership
potential and enriching lives through community service. The generous support of sisters
and friends through gifts to our Foundation helps bring that mission to life, making an
impact across our sisterhood and in our world.
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PI PHI GIVING DAY
ESSENTIALS (AT-A-GLANCE)
We’ve compiled a snapshot of Pi Phi Giving Day essentials to help you as we prepare for the
big day! Refer to the information below throughout the weeks and days leading to Pi Phi
Giving Day.

PI PHI GIVING DAY 2022
Pi Phi Giving Day is a one-day philanthropic event inspiring our members to celebrate what
Pi Phi has given each of use by making a gift to our Foundation. This year’s Pi Phi Giving Day
takes place Thursday, April 28 from midnight to midnight.
Gifts made on Pi Phi Giving Day support the Friendship Fund, the single most important
way the Foundation helps Pi Phi develop Friends and Leaders for Life. Because Pi Phi’s needs
continue to grow, we’re asking every Pi Phi to help us reach an ambitious goal by helping to
raise $200,000 on Pi Phi Giving Day.

GIVING DAY WEBSITE
Visit piphigivingday.org to make your gift, after April 1, and follow our progress toward
our goal!

GIVING DAY SOCIAL MEDIA
A big way you can show your support is spreading the word to friends on social media.
We’ve provided sample posts and graphics in this toolkit to get you started. Remember to
include #PiPhiGivingDay and the link to piphigivingday.org in your posts.

QUESTIONS?
If you have questions about Pi Phi Giving Day or support for our Foundation, please contact
one of the Foundation staff members listed below.
Jill Mackey Carrel
Indiana Gamma
Director of Advancement
jcarrel@pibetaphi.org

Megan Schwedtmann
Development and
Engagement Manager
mschwedtmann@pibetaphi.org

Emily R. Karcher
Maryland Gamma
Development and
Engagement Manager
ekarcher@pibetaphi.org
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SUGGESTED TIMELINE
TODAY
•

Follow Pi Beta Phi on social media: Facebook, Instagram and Twitter.

•

Mark April 28 in your calendar!

WEEK OF MARCH 28 | FOUR WEEKS OUT
•

Are you an alumnae club leader? Share this toolkit with your club members and talk
about Pi Phi Giving Day at upcoming meetings and Founders’ Day events.

•

Are you a chapter leader? Spread the word with your chapter sisters and ask your Vice
President Community Relations or Director Public Relations/Marketing to help promote
Pi Phi Giving Day.

•

Start creating a list of sisters you plan to call, email and text with an invitation to
participate in Pi Phi Giving Day.

•

Bookmark the Pi Phi Giving Day site for quick access: piphigivingday.org

WEEK OF APRIL 11 | TWO WEEKS OUT
•

Update your personal social media profile photos and cover images with our Pi Phi
Giving Day graphics. (Download images on page 11.)

•

Send an email to sisters in your network with an invitation to participate.

WEEK OF APRIL 18 | ONE WEEK OUT
•

Using #PiPhiGivingDay, share on social media what Pi Phi has given you and why you
choose to give back to Pi Phi. Start a conversation by asking your sisters to share their
responses as well!

•

Send a text or social media message to sisters and friends with an invitation to
participate.
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THURSDAY, APRIL 28 | PI PHI GIVING DAY
•

Today’s the day! If you haven’t already, make your gift at piphigivingday.org.

•

Post on social media after you make your gift, sharing why you chose to give back and
inviting others to join you.

•

Send reminder emails, texts or social media messages to the sisters you reached out to
earlier in the month.

•

Join us for a virtual Founders’ Day celebration on Facebook Live at 12:30 p.m. CDT.

•

Visit piphigivingday.org throughout the day to track our progress and see who’s giving!

FRIDAY, APRIL 29 | THE DAY AFTER
•

Take a moment to celebrate! We did it—together! Send a message of thanks to your
sisters for their support, linking to results at piphigivingday.org.
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COMMUNICATION
TEMPLATES
When you invite your sisters and friends to join you in giving back, you can help
us reach our Pi Phi Giving Day goal! Whether you prefer phone, email, text or
social media, reaching out and asking others to join you is a small way you can
make a big difference. Even a short, personal message goes a long way.
Your messages are most compelling when you use your own voice to share what
Pi Phi has given you and why you give back. While you can share the content
within this toolkit as-is, we encourage you to personalize the templates to add
greater meaning to the messages you share.
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EMAIL SAMPLES
Sending emails to sisters in your network helps to share important information about Pi Phi
Giving Day and gets April 28 on their calendars. Below are some helpful tips:
•

Because many sisters read their email on a mobile device, keep it short and sweet!

•

Share what Pi Phi has given you and why you choose to give back to Pi Phi.

•

Consider something a little less formal—these are being sent from person to person.
Think—what would you write in a subject line to your BFF?

•

Get a head start on the day by scheduling your emails in Gmail or using the Delay
Delivery option in Outlook. (If you choose this option, we recommend testing your
messages so you know everything is working as planned.)

P R E - EV EN T SA MP LE
Subject line: Can’t Wait to Celebrate our Sisterhood!
Dear [recipient’s first name],
On Founders’ Day, Pi Phi sisters across the globe will join to give back to our beloved
Fraternity. For all the study breaks, late-night chats, leadership opportunities and [your
personal reason here] Pi Phi has given me, I’m choosing to give back to our sisterhood with
a gift on Pi Phi Giving Day.
I hope you mark your calendar and join me in making a gift—of any amount—at
piphigivingday.org on April 28. Together, we can make an impact that creates an even
brighter future for generations of Pi Phis to come.
In Pi Phi,
[your name]
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DAY- OF SAM P LE
Subject line: Today’s the day we honor the 12 who started it all!
Dear [recipient’s first name],
One hundred and fifty-five years ago today, Pi Phi’s 12 young founders gathered in a small
bedroom in Monmouth, Illinois, and started it all. I hope you join me today in giving back to
the sisterhood that has given us so much.
Visit piphigivingday.org to make a gift that’s meaningful to you. Then, share what Pi Phi has
given you, and why you choose to give back, on social media using #PiPhiGivingDay!
Pi Phi played such a meaningful role in my life and continues to do so for thousands of
members every year. Together, we can make an impact that creates an even brighter
future for generations of Pi Phis to come. Thank you for joining me in giving back to our
sisterhood!
In Pi Phi,
[your name]

P OST- EV EN T SA MP LE
Subject Line: Thank you!
Dear [recipient’s first name],
Thank you for joining me in giving back to Pi Phi on Pi Phi Giving Day! With your gift, you
helped ensure future generations of Pi Phi sisters benefit from the support of Sincere
Friends and the inspiration to achieve their goals.
Please visit piphigivingday.org to see the day’s results and how gifts of all sizes provide the
resources we need to care for our sisterhood. [recipient’s first name], this day wouldn’t have
been possible without your support. Thank you for making an impact for every Pi Phi!
In Pi Phi,
[your name],
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EMAIL SIGNATURES
If you have a pibetaphi.org email address as an International Officer or Headquarters staff
member, consider using one of the following email signatures on your account. (Remember
to change it again after April 28!)
For everything Pi Phi has given me, I’m giving back to our Foundation on
#PiPhiGivingDay. Join me on April 28 by making a gift at piphigivingday.org.

What has Pi Phi given you? Celebrate by giving back to our Foundation on
#PiPhiGivingDay! Make your gift at piphigivingday.org on April 28.

On April 28, Pi Phis and friends across the globe will give back to the sisterhood
that has given so much to us. Together, on #PiPhiGivingDay, we can make an
impact for every Pi Phi sister. Join me and make your gift at piphigivingday.org.

TEXT AND/OR SOCIAL MEDIA DIRECT MESSAGE (DM) SAMPLE
Hi, [recipient’s name]! With Founders’ Day coming up, I’ve been reflecting, and I can’t
imagine my Pi Phi experience without you! On April 28, I’m giving back to Pi Phi to ensure
all sisters benefit from the support of Sincere Friends, just as we [do/did]. I hope you join
me in making a gift at piphigivingday.org.
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SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS
Sharing content on social media helps spread the word, encourages sisters to get involved
and creates excitement about Pi Phi Giving Day. Below are some helpful tips:
•

Lead by example—make your gift first. This is the most powerful way to demonstrate
your support! After you make your own gift, ask others to join you.

•

Share a personal note about what Pi Phi has given you and why you choose to give back
to Pi Phi.

•

Always include #PiPhiGivingDay and the link to the giving site in your posts:
piphigivingday.org.

•

If someone in your network shares that they’ve made a gift, thank them with a post, reply
or comment.

•

Pictures and videos perform best on social media. Consider sharing a photo or video
about what Pi Phi has given you and why you give. You could even post a photo from
your early Pi Phi days!

P R E - EV EN T SA MP LE S
On our 155th Founders’ Day, Pi Phis across the globe will give back to the
sisterhood that gave so much to them. Together, on #PiPhiGivingDay, we can
make an impact for our beloved Pi Beta Phi. Mark your calendar for April 28 to
make your gift at piphigivingday.org.

This year, we celebrate 155 years of Pi Beta Phi sisterhood. Join me in celebrating
the 12 women who started it all with a gift on #PiPhiGivingDay at
piphigivingday.org.

Pi Beta Phi gave me [your personal note here]. On April 28, I’ll give back to Pi Phi
to ensure future generations benefit from the support of Sincere Friends and
the inspiration to achieve their goals. I hope you join me at piphigivingday.org!
#PiPhiGivingDay
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DAY- OF - E VE N T SA MP LE S
I just made my gift on #PiPhiGivingDay! Pi Phi gave me [your personal note here],
and I want our future sisters to experience the same. Support what you love most
about Pi Phi by making your gift today at piphigivingday.org.

Show your Pi Phi Pride this #PiPhiGivingDay by making a gift to empower our
next generation of leaders. With every gift, every sister can make a difference.
Will you join me?
P OST- EV EN T SA MP LE
Thank you for supporting Pi Phi and helping ensure future generations benefit
from the support of Sincere Friends. Your gifts, stories, and posts helped make
#PiPhiGivingDay a success. Together, we made an impact for every Pi Phi!

INSTAGRAM STICKERS
Add some Pi Phi Giving Day flair to your Instagram stories. Search “Pi Phi” for
animated assets.
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SOCIAL MEDIA GRAPHICS
Show your excitement for Pi Phi Giving Day by sharing cover photos and social media
graphics. You can download the Pi Phi Giving Day graphics by clicking here.
Facebook cover photo template

Social square template

Instagram/Facebook story graphic

P I P H I G I V I N G DAY TO O L K I T | 1 1

TALKING POINTS
If you are a chapter or club leader, or serve Pi Phi as an International Officer, use the talking
points below on calls and in meetings to inspire your sisters to join you in sharing what
Pi Phi has given them and making a gift on Pi Phi Giving Day.
•

On April 28—Founders’ Day—Pi Phis across the globe will give back to the sisterhood that
has given so much to them by making a gift on Pi Phi Giving Day.

•

This one-day philanthropic event inspires our members to celebrate what Pi Phi has
given each of us by making a gift to Pi Beta Phi Foundation.

•

Gifts made on Pi Phi Giving Day support the Friendship Fund, the single most important
resource our Foundation uses to fulfill its mission. Pi Phi depends on the Friendship
Fund for the operational support to fuel our Foundation, fill gaps in other funding and
care for Pi Phi’s most pressing needs.

•

Because those needs continue to grow, our Foundation is asking every sister to help
reach an ambitious goal—raising $200,000 on Pi Phi Giving Day.

•

Membership in Pi Phi has shaped the women we’ve become—and Pi Phi needs the care
of every sister, every year to ensure our members continue to benefit from the support
of Sincere Friends and the inspiration to achieve their goals.

•

Every gift we make empowers our next generation of leaders, funds literacy grants,
improves access to education through scholarships and provides the operational
support to make all Pi Phi programs possible.

•

For everything Pi Phi has given me, I’m choosing to give back to our sisterhood with a gift
on Pi Phi Giving Day—and I hope you’ll join me!

•

On April 28, visit piphigivingday.org to make your gift. Then, share what Pi Phi has
given you, and why you choose to give back, on social media using the hashtag
#PiPhiGivingDay!

•

Together, we can make an impact that creates an even brighter future for generations of
Pi Phis to come.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS
WHAT IS PI PHI GIVING DAY?
Pi Phi Giving Day is a one-day philanthropic event inspiring our members to celebrate what
Pi Phi has given them by making a gift to our Foundation. We’re asking every Pi Phi to help
us raise $200,000 on Pi Phi Giving Day.

WHEN IS PI PHI GIVING DAY?
This year’s Pi Phi Giving Day takes place Thursday, April 28—Founders’ Day—from midnight
to midnight.

WHAT DOES MY GIFT SUPPORT?
Gifts made on Pi Phi Giving Day support the Friendship Fund. We depend on these
unrestricted gifts to fill gaps in other funding, care for Pi Phi’s most pressing needs and
provide the resources needed to sustain our sisterhood. Your Friendship Fund gifts
empower our next generation of leaders, fund literacy grants, improve access to education
through scholarships and provide the operational support to make all Pi Phi programs
possible.

IS THERE A MINIMUM GIFT AMOUNT?
With every gift, every sister can make an impact on our sisterhood—no matter the amount.
We ask you to make a gift that’s meaningful to you, whether that’s $18.67, $186.70 or another
amount of your choice.

HOW CAN I MAKE MY GIFT?
Visit piphigivingday.org to make your gift online. To make a gift by phone or by mail, please
contact the Foundation at fndn@pibetaphi.org or (636) 256-1357.
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IS MY DONATION TAX DEDUCTIBLE?
Yes! Pi Beta Phi Foundation is a 501(c)3 organization, and all Pi Phi Giving Day gifts are tax
deductible. If you make your gift online, you’ll receive an email confirmation that can be
used for tax purposes. If you make your gift by phone or mail, your receipt will be mailed
to you.

MY EMPLOYER OFFERS A MATCHING GIFT PROGRAM. ARE
GIFTS MADE ON PI PHI GIVING DAY ELIGIBLE?
Yes! Corporate philanthropy programs can maximize the power of your gift to our
Foundation. Ask your human resources department for a matching gift form to email to
fndn@pibetaphi.org after making your gift.

HOW CAN MY CHAPTER OR ALUMNAE CLUB PARTICIPATE?
Every Pi Phi sister is invited to participate in Pi Phi Giving Day—and our chapters and clubs
can join the celebration as well. Clubs and chapters may make gifts from fundraised dollars
using the appropriate giving form in the Resource Library. If your chapter or club would
like to make a Pi Phi Giving Day gift, please contact Development and Engagement Manager
Megan Schwedtmann at mschwedtmann@pibetaphi.org.

WHO SHOULD I CONTACT WITH ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS?
Please reach out to Director of Advancement Jill Mackey Carrel, Indiana Gamma, at
jcarrel@pibetaphi.org.
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